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Davey Hiester Bassoon Studio - Lesson Information Sheet

DaveyHiester@gmail.com

Thank you for your interest in studying with me! If we have not yet met, my name is Davey
Hiester, and I am a musician and educator based in New Haven, CT. I have been passionate
about music from my earliest memories, and have been playing bassoon seriously since the age
of 15. I’ve recently graduated with my Master of Music in Bassoon Performance in the School of
Music at Yale University, and have been teaching and playing professionally now for five years.

Of the various forms through which I’m involved in music, teaching is one that I hold with the
highest value. My life has been shaped immensely by the wisdom, generosity, and investment of
my teachers, and it has been a privilege to step into that role now. In my years of teaching
bassoon, I’ve worked with all experience levels, from fifth graders opening the case for the first
time, to advanced high school students preparing to pursue a career in music, to undergraduate
students at the college level.

Below this, you’ll find information about lessons, and you’ll also receive my Lesson Agreement
/ Contract, Bassoon Supplies List, and List of Free Resources for Students. I look forward to
the opportunity to work together and grow as musicians and people through studying bassoon!
Please be in touch with any questions.

REPERTOIRE / EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Free Bassoon Resources for Students linked here

In our first few weeks of lessons for beginning students, we will not be working out of any books
just yet! We begin by addressing the components of physicality (both of ourselves and the
bassoon) that go into tone production on the instrument. This includes understanding the parts of
the instrument (reed, bocal, and the four joints, as well as necessary accessories like the seat
strap and reed-soaking cup), how we assemble and disassemble it, how we hold it, how we
position ourselves to play while sitting, how to breathe ideally, and how we can begin to make
music with it. For students with experience, we will determine the best curriculum and course of
study once meeting. For all students, we will determine appropriate materials on an ongoing
basis. Methods we will use include:

- Music and the Bassoon, 2nd edition (Kristin Wolfe Jensen & Tucker van Gundy) free *
- Caruso: Embouchure Calisthenics for Bassoon $25

- Kovar: 24 Daily Studies $33

- Rochut: Melodious Etudes Book 1 $27

- Milde: Scale Studies, Op. 24 (High School) $24

- Orefici: Melodici (High School) $20

- Milde: Concert Studies. Op. 26 (High School) $/3



mailto:DaveyHiester@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16ejUIbQW1ivQN4yT_eV2W8SG0nAnHva4/view?usp=drive_link
https://music.utexas.edu/academics/programs-study/performance/bassoon-studio-home/music-and-bassoon
https://www.passamezzomoderno.com/bassoon-studies.php
https://www.trevcomusic.com/products/stx-b750-kovar-24-daily-exercises-bsn
https://www.jwpepper.com/melodious-etudes-for-trombone-10285302/p?srsltid=AfmBOoqSV8Rajb9GsooGspP7fYWPETCSC5ycd9mq5fxtRznsMd96Yd5d
https://www.trevcomusic.com/products/milde-ludwig-25-studies-in-scales-chords-op-24-kamins-short-bsn
https://www.trevcomusic.com/products/int-2285-orefici-20-melodic-studies-bsn?_pos=2&_sid=4495210b2&_ss=r
https://www.trevcomusic.com/products/kal-2132-milde-50-concert-studies-op26-bsn?_pos=1&_sid=30577898b&_ss=r
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* T would highly recommend printing your own copy of Music and the Bassoon unless you have
an iPad, in which case viewing it on the iPad will work great.

TrevCo, the largest supplier of double-reed sheet music in the world, is a great resource.

We will work on any repertoire that you are playing in orchestra, band, or chamber music
settings. For students at all levels, we will choose appropriate solo repertoire to study.

REQUIRED MATERIALS (detailed further HERE)

- Instrument

- Bocal

- Minimum of two working reeds at a time, three or more are strongly recommended.
- Seat strap

- Reed case

- 2 Cleaning swabs (one for the wing joint, one for the boot joint)
- Bocal brush

- Reed-soaking cup with lid and clip for attaching to music stand
- Hardware tuner/metronome (in addition to phone app)

- Cork grease

- Tenuto phone app / musictheory.net

- Tonal Energy phone app

- Assigned music

- Pencils

- Notebook

- Manuscript (music stave) paper

- Music stand (for your home)

- Bassoon stand (optional, but recommended)

Contrabassoon lessons are available on an ad hoc basis for advanced students with access to an
instrument. Please communicate in advance about any contra playing you will be doing, so we
can plan accordingly for reeds.

Additionally, for any concerts I’m playing in the area, I will be happy to invite you and your
family and provide complimentary tickets, when available.


https://www.trevcomusic.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yl9N_MWeIITl91uxlJ03Pxbi7eyexyb0/view?usp=drive_link
http://musictheory.net
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FAQ

Who should play the bassoon?

Anyone interested in it! In particular, the nature of the bassoon is well-suited to those who like a
challenge, are fascinated by the results of complex systems working together, and are eager to
create and develop a wide palette of musical sound-color.

Why play bassoon?

I always tell people that I didn’t pick the bassoon; the bassoon picked me. Before I first picked
up the bassoon in middle school, I played piano, clarinet, and saxophone, before finding my
truest musical voice! We all have a different path that leads us to the instrument, and the variety
of musical and extramusical backgrounds within the bassoon community make it vibrant and
rich.

How would you describe your philosophy?

As a teacher, my job is to help students to cultivate, simultaneously, a mindset of abundance and
continuous growth. It is a great privilege to study and teach music, explore its possibilities, and
welcome it into your own life in a unique way. All students are capable of engaging in
meaningful, expressive, communicative music-making from their first day on the instrument! Yet
even for professionals at the highest level of performance, the work will never be done, and
requires continuous and thoughtful effort in order to fulfill maximum potential. Remember, our
standards for ourselves grow at the same rate (and oftentimes faster) than our physical abilities
on the instrument. Music is a meeting of the many subjects that students study throughout the
school day—Aurt, Science, Math, Language, History, and most definitely Physical Education!
Bassoon lessons are a vehicle to cultivate holistic musicianship and develop a lifelong curiosity
for how all the elements of music-making come together. I incorporate ear-training, music
theory, score study, and reed-making (for advanced students) into the work, as well as cultivating
further individual curiosity through listening assignments.

What can we expect in studying with you?

We are always on the same team, moving toward a common goal of growth through music. It is
always my goal that lessons begin with a comfortable environment, which will allow us to make
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the most of our time. As a mentor, I learn a great deal from each of my students, and it is always
important that our teacher-student-parent relationships are built on a foundation of mutual
respect and trust. The bassoon is our vehicle, but music is the greater purpose of our practice. As
your teacher, I’'m here for you to help with all things music-related, beyond the daily practice of
playing bassoon. Regardless of your long-term musical goals, our lessons are a place for asking
questions, making mistakes, and trying new ideas, as well as mindfulness, intentionality, and
personal growth. I am happy to guide and advise you with any music-related matters at any level.
Whether it’s auditioning for summer programs, honors ensembles at the all-city, regional, or
all-state level, applying for scholarships and grants, exploring other musical interests, and
researching, applying, and auditioning for college programs, I am here to help you throughout
the entire process.

I don’t have a bassoon right now, but I want to take lessons. Where should I get an
instrument? Should I rent or buy one?

Finding an instrument can be tricky, and I am here to help with that process. Each individual has
different circumstances; thus, there is no simple “one-size-fits-all” solution. Here are a few paths
to getting a bassoon into your hands:

1. The first place to look is through your school’s music program. Due to bassoon being a
less commonly studied instrument in middle school and high school programs in general,
many schools’ bassoons sit in a closet for years at a time in a state of disrepair. If your
child’s school has a music program which you’re involved with, speak with their music
teacher about the availability of a bassoon, and the condition that the instrument is in. If
you are able to procure an instrument this way, bring it to our first lesson, regardless of
what state it is in. The first lesson usually does not involve playing, as it will take us time
to work through the anatomy and handling of the instrument and its necessary
accessories. In doing this, I will be happy to inspect the state of the instrument, and
recommend the next steps, whether it needs maintenance (some of which I can do), or if it
might be ready to play.

2. Renting an instrument is a great option. I am happy to recommend a rental source and
help with this process on an individual basis.

3. Buying an instrument is also a great investment if you are ready to take that step. Quality
bassoons are significant purchases, and prices vary widely by model, age, and condition.
Like with renting, I am happy to help you evaluate instruments at any budget when
purchasing comes into consideration.

What constitutes success as a bassoon student?
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This question has a different answer for anyone who asks it! I work with students to identify and
refine goals for lessons and study. Each of us has our own path and our own pace, with many
different forms of success along the way. If you approach your time with the instrument from a
place of curiosity, intentionality, open-mindedness, diligence, and gratitude, you are well on your
way to fulfilling success—in whatever form it takes for you.

As a parent of a bassoon student, how can I best support my child’s success?

GREAT QUESTION! Parental support is extremely important to the up-and-coming musician, in
the multitude of forms it takes—financial investment, emotional encouragement, rides to lessons
and rehearsals, the list goes on. Parents can foster curiosity and creativity in their
musician/bassoonist children by playing music in the car, while making dinner, and while
studying the repertoire that we are working on in lessons. Regardless of a parent’s musical
background or knowledge, some curiosity from the parental side can go a long way for the
student—finding and attending concerts happening nearby, connecting with parents and students
in the youth music community, staying up-to-date with your child’s musical needs, seeing that
your child is building consistent and productive practice habits, and engaging in dialogue about
their repertoire and how lessons are going, are all great ways for the parents to be active
supporters of their child’s musical journey.



	FAQ 

